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The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Hilal Elver, addressed MSPs and others during a two-day visit to Scotland, hosted by Nourish Scotland.

Ms Elver met with Equalities Secretary Angela Constance, participated in a roundtable with senior civil servants, and gave an address at the Scottish Parliament, hosted by SNP MSP for Edinburgh Northern and Leith, Ben Macpherson.

During the visit the Rapporteur highlighted Scotland’s opportunity to lead on the right to food through the forthcoming Good Food Nation Bill.
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Hilal Elver, said: 

“My visit to Scotland has been to inform and inspire decision-makers on the opportunity Scotland has to be a European leader on the right to food.

“I congratulate the Scottish Government on the progress it has made so far, and encourage them to show leadership by protecting and progressing the right to food in the Good Food Nation Bill.

“A hard Brexit brings many new challenges to Scotland’s existing right to food obligations, the Good Food Nation Bill could safeguard against this by creating a clear framework and accountability mechanisms.”
SNP MSP for Edinburgh Northern and Leith, Ben Macpherson, said:
 

"It was an honour to welcome Hilal Elver to The Scottish Parliament and to hear her views on the opportunities that lie ahead for Scotland as a Good Food Nation.

 

"The discussion at our event in parliament was great and there was a real energy in the room - everyone was very interested to find out more about a rights based approach to food and how it would work.

 

"The Scottish Government's commitment to creating a fair, healthy, affordable and sustainable food system is very encouraging and the Good Food Nation Bill is a key step towards that. Together we can work to ensure that Scotland is a country where all people, from every walk of life, have financial and geographical access to adequate, nutritious, appropriate food, with dignity and choice.

 

"Obviously there is a lot to be looked into and there are challenges around creating a right to food, particularly in regard to UK welfare cuts. Nevertheless, there is a real opportunity for Scotland to be a leading European nation on this, because no-one should have to rely on emergency food provision like foodbanks in a country as prosperous as ours."
Policy & Campaigns Manager at Nourish Scotland, Elli Kontorravdis, said:
“It has been a real privilege to have Hilal Elver - an international expert on the right to food - come to Scotland to share her views on how we can be a European leader. 

“As members of the Scottish Food Coalition, Nourish Scotland are calling for a rights based approach to food because we need a strong governance framework to deliver on the many areas that food cuts across.
“Hilal made clear that the right to food is about creating the conditions in which people and planet can prosper.

“It’s about making sure everyone has enough money for food – particularly healthy food, that people working in food and farming have stable jobs with decent incomes, that people who want to produce food can access land, and that future generations can benefit from these rights too by ensuring our food system respects the environment and climate.
“Scotland is a land of plenty: we have plenty of good food, plenty of talented people, and plenty of land – taking a rights based approach in the Good Food Nation Bill will make sure we get the best out of these assets.
We commend the Scottish Government for having been inclusive of civil society in the Good Food Nation discussions so far, and hope the consultation later this year will continue to be broad and collaborative.”
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

The Scottish Government has made a commitment in the Programme for Government to consult on a statutory framework to link up food policy in 2017. 

In June 2016 the Independent Working Group on Food Poverty recommended that the Scottish Government explore options for a rights-based approach to food. Equalities Secretary, Angela Constance, accepted this recommendation.

In June 2016 the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights recommended the Scottish Government develop a comprehensive framework for the protection and progression of the right to food.


Hilal Elver is the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Food/Pages/HilalElver.aspx
Nourish Scotland is a food justice NGO advocating for a fairer, healthier and more sustainable food system. We are calling for a cross-cutting and rights-based approach in the forthcoming Good Food Nation Bill individually and within the Scottish Food Coalition. 

