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PRESS RELEASE:

DRINKING THE MILK OF PARADISE: NOURISH SCOTLAND’S RESPONSE TO THE CURRENT CRISIS FOR DAIRY FARMERS IN SCOTLAND 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For immediate release:

As Scotland’s national member organisation working towards a sustainable food nation, Nourish Scotland is keen that we need a radical culture shift away from how we treat our dairy industry, which is now facing an economic crisis.  Milk and dairy products should never have been and can nolonger be treated as an economic resource from which we demand ever reducing prices and ever more intense production.  

As a nation we need to develop a responsibility to support sustainable dairy farmers, and prepared to protect our biodiversity, jobs, economy and landscapes by voting with our purses.  Put simply, we need to be prepared to pay more for our milk, to buy Scottish milk and ideally organic milk.  “It’s time to move away from seeing milk as something that is cheap at all costs. Many of us are sympathetic to buying fair trade products from across the globe but we don’t always consider fair trade on our own doorsteps.  It could well be time for Fair Trade branding of our Scottish milk” said Pete Ritchie, Executive Director of Nourish Scotland.

“For our milk industry to be truly sustainable, we need to introduce fair prices to farmers, higher animal welfare, sensible scale of processing of dairy products at a local scale, a return to more mixed farms, low use of herbicides and pesticides, limited use of antibiotics and shorter supply chains” he continued.  Many of our dairy farms are in nitrate vulnerable zones so it is imperative that we rethink how we do dairy so as to protect biodiversity.

The government and industry can’t make sustainable milk happen alone.  We need a new deal between dairy farmers and citizens to produce local and sustainable milk and we, the citizens, will pay a fair price.

Intervention in the dairy market was commonplace in the 1960’s and 1970’s but hasn’t been of late.  We need a clear message now from government, taking the lead to encourage citizens to demand better milk.

Richard Lochhead has asked retailers to do some soul searching and supply more Scottish produce (see 1 below). He has also promised to launch a new Scottish dairy brand, making it easier to identify dairy products that were made here in Scotland and he will shortly publish an action plan to help ensure a more sustainable future for the industry. This will co-ordinate effort across the public sector to support our dairy farmers and help get the industry in Scotland back to a place where it can look forward to a brighter future (see 2 below).

Nourish Scotland welcomes these plans and hopes that the work done on this includes encouraging not just local but also sustainable and healthy milk, particularly in terms of encouraging the production of more healthy milk.

Nourish also recognises a contradiction in government policy.  We have a dairy export industry worth £98 million, but still our dairy farmers struggle. We need to halt the move towards greater exports of milk and focus upon our own country and its local economies. The Scottish Government is pushing for Scotland to be a nation producing over 1.6 billion litres of milk a year by 2025, A 50% increase over 10-12 years, and to increase exports (see 3 below).   The Nourish Scotland view is that is contrary to any possibility of increasing the quality and sustainability of our milk.  We should focus on quality, not quantity at all costs.


Ends


Contact for interview:

Pete Ritchie, Executive Director, Nourish Scotland: pete@nourishscotland.org.uk
Mobile: 07794 610148
Nourish Scotland Office:  0131 226 1497
Whitmuir Farm:  01968 661213
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