PRESS RELEASE: 	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	[00:01	28.06.16]

UN Recommend National Strategy on Food Poverty

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today the UN Committee reviewing the UK’s compliance with socio-economic human rights released their Concluding Observations which included detailed recommendations on social security reform, low wages, and the right to food. [1]
Nourish Scotland, alongside a number of other Scottish NGOs, submitted written evidence and participated in the UN examination process. [2]

Elli Kontorravdis, Policy & Campaigns Officer at Nourish Scotland said: 
‘The UN Committee has been crystal clear – the Scottish Government should develop a comprehensive national strategy to address food poverty and promote healthy diets, and a big part of this is making sure people have enough money.’
‘This ties in with so many things that are happening in Scotland at the moment – especially the Short Life Working Group on Food Poverty who are due to report this week, the new social security powers that are being devolved, and the Scottish Government’s mandate to introduce a Food, Farming and Health Bill.’

Reflecting on the UN examination Ms. Kontorravdis said, 
‘Throughout the examination Scotland performed notably better than the rest of the UK and this was reflected in the final report in which the Committee commend the Scottish National Action Plan for Human Rights.’
‘Scotland has a good history of taking the lead on responding to UN recommendations – we are hopeful that the Scottish Government will again act swiftly.’

NOTES TO EDITORS:

[1] UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights’ Concluding Observations (recommendations) to the UK can be read here: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2fGBR%2fCO%2f6&Lang=en 

[2] Nourish Scotland’s written evidence to the Committee is available here: http://www.nourishscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Nourish-Shadow-Report-Full-Session-CESCR.pdf 

BACKGROUND:

The Committee review each signatory’s compliance every 5 years and issue recommendations. The UK Government bears ultimate responsibility to make sure rights are protected and progressed but Scotland also has considerable responsibility under the Scotland Act 1998.
Unlike civil and political rights which are protected through the European Convention on Human Rights, effective in the UK through the Human Rights Act 1998, the UK has not taken any steps to make socio-economic rights a reality despite ratifying the Covenant in 1976.
Since the 2007 recession the cost of living has increased by around 30%, incomes have not increased to match this, eligibility for social security has been significantly restricted and services have been cut. The cumulative impact of this is that many already vulnerable people’s incomes are now too low to cover the cost of eating a healthy diet or even accessing food with dignity and choice. This disproportionately impacts women, children, and disabled people.

Nourish Scotland is a civil society organisation working on food justice issues. This work is within the remit of the Right to Food campaign. 

CONTACT:

Elli Kontorravdis:	Elli@nourishscotland.org.uk; 		07511800284
Elli is available for interview via Skype or further comment in writing. 

st sonaour s mor m0et
UN Recommend NationSutegy on Food Poverty

o e e i
i et et 1

RN —
e s e et et

e T——
e e i

1 e e ot e ot s

ey




