The vision of SDP1 is that 'by 2032, the Edinburgh City Region is a healthier, more prosperous and sustainable place which continues to be internationally recognised as an outstanding area in which to live, work and do business.'

The proposed vision for SDP2: SES region is a thriving, successful and sustainable area in which all forms of deprivation and inequality are reduced and the region is internationally recognised as a an outstanding area in which to live, work and do business. We will build on the strengths of all parts of the region and identify opportunities for growth and development while conserving and enhancing the natural environment. 

Do you support the preferred option, alternative option or none of the options? Please explain your answer/suggest any changes. 

Nourish Scotland is a not-for-profit organisation campaigning for a fairer food system in Scotland. Nourish facilitates this change through engaging with organisations, community initiatives, politicians and officials, producers and individuals. We work to influence policies from local to EU level and provide a platform for networking and sharing best practice. We make sure that food is brought to the fore in public debates of various kinds, making the link between a localised food system and its positive outcomes for economic development, community cohesion, job creation, skills development, public health, environmental stewardship and justice. 

Nourish has responded to several consultations on planning in the past, such as the consultation on the NPPG3 and Scottish Planning Policy. In these consultations we have argued that planning policies must address 3 key points: 

· Development plans must include include planning for food

· We need effective mechanisms in place to protect prime agricultural land from development

· City foodbelts or foodsheds should be developed. 
Nourish is disappointed by the scant attention given to food system planning currently. We believe that Scotland’s planning policies should include food system planning as a means to address sustainable economic development, job creation, addressing regional disparities, reducing green house gas emissions and enhancing ecosystems and biodiversity. The food system is the chain of activities connecting food production, processing, distribution, consumption, and waste management, as well as all the associated regulatory institutions and activities.

Of the two proposed vision statements, Nourish would express more support for the proposed SDP2 vision, due to its greater emphasis on both sustainability and social justice. We would also support the idea of having success measures alongside the plan. 
However, the absence of any meaningful reference to our food system in the current plan remains a missed opportunity.  The current Scottish food system - as part of the global food system – is unsustainable and contributes to some of our most pressing problems, including: 

· High levels of diet related chronic disease 

· Inequalities in health outcomes and access to land 

· Loss of employment and skills, 

· Environmental pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, loss of fertile soils and decreased biodiversity.  

Planning has a key role to play in building a better food system and ensuring our communities are more resilient places. Building a fairer food system in the region would allow us to tackle a number of key issues, including diet and health, economic development, carbon reduction and waste management and greenspace issues. 

Principles for development: 

The NPPG3, revised in 2014, notes the importance of food and drink as a key sector for economic growth. The NPPG specifically notes the importance of the food and drink sector to Edinburgh, along with its prospects for growth. It goes on to draw attention to the Scottish Government’s Land Use Strategy and the requirement for land use to deliver multiple public benefits, stating that “we must make best use of our assets to support primary activities including food production and carbon storage”.
Crucially, NPPG3 draws attention to the fact that much of our most productive land (a finite and important resource) is located in areas adjacent to our major cities, where demand for land is high. According to NPPG3 “This, together with sustainable transport and land for food production within towns and cities will become increasingly important as we support more localised food distribution networks, reduce emissions and build longer term resilience”. 
Unfortunately, and despite this national guidance, the current SESPlan fails to recognise these issues. The plan appears to continue with the previous sector-by-sector approach of dealing with key areas in isolation (housing, transport, employment) rather than taking a holistic approach to development across the region.  If we are going to promote a vibrant, thriving food sector in the region, and grow more of what we eat locally, then we need to:
· Safeguard agricultural land in peri-urban areas in order to ensure we retain its productive capacity. We need to protect this land from housing and greenbelt development and develop a “foodbelt” around our cities, which can satisfy the rising demand for local food. We need to safeguard our soil, which acts as a giant carbon store. We should be promoting agricultural practices that encourage the protection of our soil, for example agro-forestry, and agro-ecological and organic farming techniques. 
· Develop and maintain areas for growing and food production within the city. The newly passed Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act will require all local authorities to produce a food growing strategy within two years of the commencement of the Act. This is well within the timeframe of the SESPlan and it is important that these two documents are consistent and that the SESPlan anticipates these requirements. While Nourish supports, for example, the creation of more allotments, the requirements of the sector are much wider than that. In addition to allotments, space is required for green spaces around housing developments and for community gardens (which have demonstrable benefits in physical and mental health and community development). In addition, we need space for commercial or social enterprises that will wish to grow, process or retail food. This might be as diverse as small market gardens, bee-keeping or community bakeries. These areas can form a “patchwork farm” of small, productive, urban food production and processing units.  
· We should develop short supply chains and appropriate infrastructure to allow sustainable businesses to flourish. Scotland currently exports much of our best produce. If we are to improve our national diet and eat more quality local produce then we need to make it easier for people to produce, process, sell and buy it. This means that people who grow and process food will require facilities to process, store, distribute and retail food and this needs to be provided for within the plan. Currently, Scotland processes only 45% of its primary production, so there is room for growth here. For example, bakeries require mills, farmers require dairies, butchers require abattoirs, and we require markets and independent retailers to be located in places where they are accessible to the general population.  
· Short supply chains can have numerous benefits, principally:
· Job creation: Short food chains create more local jobs – for example a community shop will provide at least three times as many jobs per unit of turnover as a multiple retailer.
· Local Economic Multiplier: If supplies and labour are sourced locally, and businesses are owned locally, more of the money spent on local food gets recycled into the local economy and less leaks out. Studies show that spending £10 locally, in independent retailers, can retain £25 in the local economy, a multiplier of 2.5. 
· Environmental benefits: Food produced and sold locally incurs less food miles and spends less time in cold storage. Because orders are placed direct with suppliers less wastage is incurred from over-ordering. Many local producers are organic, which encourages biodiversity and has a positive environmental impact through lower greenhouse gas emissions and the avoidance of the use of nitrates and fertilisers from fossil fuels. 
· Improved health: Short food chains can also contribute to diet-related health by encouraging people to eat more fresh, unprocessed and seasonal food.   
It may also be of benefit, given the synergies between these types of businesses, for some kind of business hub or innovation incubator unit to be established within the region, to build on opportunities for collaboration and co-location. 

We need our planners to create the right conditions where these businesses and these facilities can flourish. We need to recognise the importance of food to our health, to meeting our carbon and conservation obligations, and to developing a resilient, productive low-carbon economy based on sustainable land-use.  We are not campaigning here to prevent development, simply to ensure that the developments that take place are sustainable, safeguard our assets, and develop our community infrastructure, helping to deliver other public goods. 
There is considerable room for investment in such enterprises. For example, the Community Empowerment and Land Reform legislation will make it much easier for communities to have their say in how local assets are managed or owned. The new rural development plan and LEADER packages will offer room for investment in co-operation and collaborative management and marketing for producers, and there will be opportunities to invest in infrastructure projects that may benefit our cities as well as our rural areas. All these measures should encourage job creation and skills development, increase community capacity and contribute to an increasingly diverse and attractive food and drink offer for our valuable tourism sector. For these reasons we would strongly encourage those negotiating any City Deal to ensure that the package is not only as green as possible, but pays specific attention to food issues. 
However, development on the scale that is required to make our food system more sustainable will only happen if our SESPlan actively considers the needs of our food and drink sector and the communities that depend on and work with these enterprises.  And it will only happen if the space to produce food is still physically available. We need our SESPlan to recognise the importance of food production to the South East Scotland region. 
