CONSULTATION TO BEGIN ON GOOD FOOD NATION BILL – GOVERNMENT REFRESH

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, 5 SEPTEMBER 2017

Nourish Scotland, a food justice NGO, welcomed the refreshed commitment in the 2017-18 Programme for Government to consult on a Good Food Nation Bill. [1]
Earlier in the week, the Rural Economy Minister, Fergus Ewing MSP, confirmed that the Food Commission would kick off the process in September with a stakeholder summit in Stirling on what should be included in the consultation. [2]

Pete Ritchie, Executive Director at Nourish Scotland commented:

“It is vital that the Good Food Nation Bill reads across the Programme for Government – from child poverty and public health through to climate change: it must be based on a right to food approach.
“A right to food approach joins up these and other issues, it provides a framework for ensuring that everyone in Scotland is able to eat nutritious food that is produced in ways that are fair for people and planet.
“We know that we need a solid plan for food: nearly 20% of our population is food insecure, we’ve consistently missed the Scottish Dietary Goals since monitoring began, and the work of many of our food producers is more precarious than ever. [3]
“We want to see the right to food on the face of the Good Food Nation Bill.
“Earlier this year Hilal Elver, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, met with Government officials and outlined how taking this kind of approach could make Scotland a European leader on the right to food. [4]
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

[1] The refreshed Programme for Government is available at: http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00524214.pdf 
[2] Rural Economy Minister, Fergus Ewing MSP, reply to written question S5W-10864 on 4 September 2017:

“The Scottish Food Commission are holding a Summit on 28 September to seek stakeholders views on the content of the consultation for the Bill. The consultation is on track to be published as planned at the end of 2017.”
[3] Nourish Scotland is a founding member and co-chair of the Scottish Food Coalition which produced Plenty: A Vision for Food, Farming and Health in a New Scotland: http://www.foodcoalition.scot/uploads/6/2/6/8/62689573/plenty_complete.pdf 

[4] The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food visited Scotland in March 2017. Details of the visit are available at: http://www.nourishscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/UN-Expert-says-Scotland-can-be-European-Leader-on-Right-to-Food-RELEASE.doc 

Nourish Scotland 

Nourish Scotland is a food justice NGO advocating for a fairer, healthier and more sustainable food system. We are calling for a cross-cutting and rights-based approach in the forthcoming Good Food Nation Bill individually and as a member of the Scottish Food Coalition. 

