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SCCS Climate Change Bill policy proposals: An organic target for Scotland 
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Proposed by: Nourish Scotland & RSPB 

Overall ask
We want the Scottish Government to set an ambitious target in the new Climate Bill for the percentage of Region 1 agricultural land in Scotland under organic management: 5% by 2020, & 20% by 2030. These area-based targets must be matched by commensurate investments in supply chains, including public procurement, and marketing of Scottish organic produce.


Summary
We need ambitious organic targets to reverse the decline in agricultural land under organic management in Scotland, following the example of European countries such as Ireland, France and Germany. Organic farming can help to mitigate climate change, while also delivering wider public benefits. It’s important to take both supply- and demand side measures to support the organic sector in Scotland.  
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Why a Scottish organic target? 
By shifting to organic farming methods we can lower Scotland’s greenhouse gas emissions, while producing healthy food and taking care of our environment. The 2016 Scottish Organic Ambitions Plan sets out clearly the links between organic production and meeting climate change targets.[footnoteRef:1] Research consistently identifies that organic farming is more energy efficient and delivers lower greenhouse gas emissions per unit of area and in most cases per unit of product.[footnoteRef:2] In addition, it has been estimated that widespread adoption of organic farming practices in the UK would offset 23% of UK agricultural emissions through soil carbon sequestration alone.[footnoteRef:3] There are many reasons for this. Organic farming, for example, relies more on biological nitrogen fixation from clover and other legumes instead of using synthetic fertilizers.  [1:  Organic Ambitions: Scottish Organic Action Plan 2016-2020, https://www.sruc.ac.uk/info/120636/scottish_organic_action_plan]  [2:  Lynch, D. et al The Carbon and Global Warming Potential Impacts of Organic Farming: Does It Have a Significant Role in an Energy Constrained World? Sustainability 2011, 3, 322-362; doi:10.3390/su3020322]  [3:  Soil Association (2009) Soil carbon and organic farming: A review of the evidence of agriculture’s potential to combat climate change: summary of findings, http://www.soilassociation.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=BVTfaXnaQYc%3d&tabid=574] 


While organic farming does not always offer equally high yields as industrial agriculture, our current farming systems are unsustainable and need to change. Besides mitigating climate change, organic farming supports biodiversity, improves soils, protects our water environment, reduces antibiotic use, and improves animal welfare. It is also more resilient in the face of changing weather patterns. 

There are socio-economic arguments too. Many farmers across Scotland are struggling to make a living, and developing Scotland’s clean and green farming brand would open up new opportunities for the sector. Organic farming offers more jobs on farms[footnoteRef:4], higher gross margins and farm profitability, both in Europe and globally[footnoteRef:5], as well as a large export market.  [4:  http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/pdf/FEB4_Organic_farming_final_web.pdf]  [5:  Crowder, D. and J. Reganold. 2015. Financial competitiveness of organic agriculture on a global scale. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. June 1, 2015, doi: 10.1073/pnas.1423674112] 


The consumer demand is there, and growing: According to the Organic Market Report 2017, organic sales increased in Scotland by 11.7% in 2016 and 50% of Scottish consumers said they would buy more organic food and drink if it were available. Across the European Union, organic retail sales grew by 7.4% between 2005 and 2014.[footnoteRef:6] While we’re shifting to healthier diets, demand for organically produced food will continue to increase. [6:  Organic in Europe. Prospects and Developments 2016. IFOAM EU group, http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/ifoameu_organic_in_europe_2016.pdf] 


The land area under organic management in Scotland has been declining for the past 8 years consecutively, coming down to only 2.2% in 2016.[footnoteRef:7] Scotland is thereby lagging behind the rest of the UK (2,9%) and Europe, with the EU average increasing by 21% between 2011-2015 to over 6% of agricultural land currently.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Organic Farming in Scotland, 2016 Statistics, May 18, 2017, http://www.gov.scot/stats/bulletins/01278]  [8:  http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Organic_farming_statistics ] 



Solution: Supply- and demand-side measures 
We want ambitious organic targets for the 1.8 million hectares of land classified as Region 1 in Scotland, which is better quality, productive agricultural land typically used for arable cropping, temporary grass and permanent grass.

Taking both supply- and demand-side measures, the Scottish Government should work with other stakeholders to implement the Scottish Organic Action Plan 2016-2020, which has been developed by industry in close cooperation with the Government.[footnoteRef:9] Proposed measures include strengthening the Farm Advisory Service to include advice on organic practices, investing in training and employment programmes in organic production as well as dedicated agricultural research, and setting strong public procurement targets for locally produced, organic food. Importantly, we need continued conversion and maintenance payments for organic farming regardless of the outcome of Brexit, and increase financial support to reflect the multiple public benefits delivered by organic producers.    [9:  Organic Ambitions: Scottish Organic Action Plan 2016-2020, https://www.sruc.ac.uk/info/120636/scottish_organic_action_plan] 



International examples
Organic land area increased between 2011-2015 by 52% in Ireland and by 61% in France. This was no coincidence, with the Irish Government setting an ambitious target in 2013 to see 5% of its farmland under organic production by 2020, and the French government committing to doubling its area to 7.4% by 2017. Germany, currently at 6.2%, is aiming for 20% by 2030 – which we believe is more than feasible for Scotland too.
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