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PRESS RELEASE:

For immediate release:

SMART MOVE BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT: BOLD NEW LAW WILL MAKE PUBLIC SECTOR SERVE 40% LOCAL, ORGANIC FOOD

Nourish Scotland believes we should follow in the footsteps of our French neighbours, by making public bodies change the food they are feeding us.  

What’s happening in France:
The upper chamber of France’s parliament has passed a law* requiring all the nation’s school cafeterias, hospital cafeterias, senior living communities, prisons and other state institutions to source at least forty percent of their food locally.  And there’s more – the food served must be in season, organically grown and certified ecologically sustainable.  The ultimate goal of the law is to restructure the food system in France, stimulating local economies and shortening the food supply chain to a minimum (meaning either the produce goes directly to the consumer from the farm or there are minimal intermediary processing steps before consumption). 

Why this is relevant to Scotland now – the Scottish Organic Action Plan 2016 - 2020
· In January the Scottish Government launched “Organic Ambitions - the Scottish Organic Action Plan 2016 - 2020”2 which was developed by the Scottish Organic Forum and launched by Richard Lochead MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food and the Environment..  One of the plan’s targets is “Encouraging public bodies to make further commitments to purchasing Scottish organic produce”. 

The question here is whether encouragement of our public bodies in Scotland will be enough? 

Pete Ritchie, Nourish Director said: “We’re the organic laggards in Scotland – we are losing organic farmers and with it a great export opportunity.  The rest of Europe is going organic and we need to get with the programme: a do-able target of 20% organic in the Scottish public kitchen by 2020 would give the sector the market signal it needs.”

*The proposal will need to be approved by the French Senate before it becomes law, which is likely to be in the next few months. 

Ends

Notes:

Organic farming builds soil carbon, increases bugs, birds and butterflies, creates more jobs, avoids the use of chemical fertiliser, pesticides and antibiotics, and guarantees high standards of animal welfare.  However in Scotland we have dropped from 8% of our land in organic farming to 2% in the last 12 years.

The European market for organic food is worth €24bn. The US market for organic food grew 11.5% in 2014 to €24bn. 

Latest organic market figures released yesterday at Biofach (organic trade fair in Nuremberg): The global organic market is growing: the market research company Organic Monitor estimates the global market for organic food in 2014 to have reached 80 billion US Dollars (more than 60 billion Euros). The United States is the leading market with 27.1 billion Euros, followed by Germany (7.9 billion Euros), France (4.8 billion Euros), and China (3.7 billion Euros). In 2014, the Swedish organic market experienced an unprecedented growth, increasing by more than 40 percent – a remarkable rate for an already well-established market. The highest per capita spending was in Switzerland (221 Euros) and Luxembourg (164 Euros).

Latest figures released Feb 10 at http://www.organic-europe.net/home-europe.html

Studies estimate that we only have 100 years of harvests left in our UK soils – we are destroying our biodiversity and soil resilience through relentless intensive industrial farming.  Food and farming is affecting climate change too – the industry as a whole contributes to 30% of carbon emissions.  Our CAP system and how our food economy is structured runs against the tide of those enterprises trying to operate on a small, local and sustainable basis from farm to fork.

Contact for interview: 

Pete Ritchie, Executive Director, Nourish Scotland: pete@nourishscotland.org.uk
Mobile: 07794 610148
Nourish Scotland Office:  0131 226 1497
Whitmuir Farm:  01968 661213


Alternative contact for further information / media enquiries: Matilda Scharsach, Communications Manager: 0779 1082154 matilda@nourishscotland.org.uk 

Further reading:

Organic Ambitions - the Scottish Organic Action Plan 2016 – 2020: http://www.sruc.ac.uk/info/120598/scottish_organic_forum

The French Act: http://www.senat.fr/dossier-legislatif/ppl15-303.html
(in French language).

100 harvests left study: http://www.myscience.org.uk/wire/uk_only_has_100_seasons_left_in_its_soil_due_to_intensive_over_farming_university_study_finds-2014-Sheffield
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