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Largest-ever European food sovereignty gathering kicks off in Romania with a 7-member strong Scottish delegation

Cluj-Napoca, October 25th – the largest-ever European meeting on food sovereignty starts today, as over 500 people from over 40 countries gather to discuss how to reclaim our ever-more corporate-controlled food and farming system. [1]
The second European Nyéléni Forum for Food Sovereignty runs from October 26-30, and brings together farmers, fisherfolk, pastoralists, gardeners, food and agricultural workers, researchers, activists and many more. Scotland will be represented, within a UK-wide delegation, by seven passionate activists, community workers, food growers, and researchers.  
Nourish Scotland Policy Officer, Celia Nyssens, said: “The Nyéléni Europe Forum represents a hugely diverse, positive alternative to the narrative that we hear all too often from the agro-industry. Instead of talking about how ‘we can feed the world’ through a very exploitative system, we need to work together to build a food system that is fair, democratic, and sustainable, a food system that works for everyone. Every person has a human right to sufficient, adequate, and nutritious food. We are producing enough food to feed everyone on this planet, yet food bank use is increasing exponentially in Scotland and the rest of the UK – one of the largest economies in the world. Food sovereignty presents real solutions to the huge challenges facing our food system, people-centred solutions.” 
The forum features a “peasants’ market”, film screenings, and site visits to local peasants demonstrating sustainable local farming methods and environmental justice struggles including the highly controversial proposed gold mine at Roșia Montană. Themes discussed at the forum include models of food production and consumption, food distribution, the right to natural resources and the commons, and how to improve work and social conditions in food and agricultural systems.
***
Spokespeople from a variety of professions and backgrounds are available for interview. See the list of spokespeople here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KIbHCiXgkwY5eKUYkX5sVweaFDsM3IxxZ_21abhxOBI/edit?usp=sharing

Please contact Celia Nyssens at Nourish Scotland for more information at celia@nourishscotland.org.uk or phone: 0131 226 1497 or 07462011373
For personal or phone interviews please contact Nyéléni Europe press team at communication@nyelenieurope.net or phone: 0040 749 490 996
***
Follow Nyéléni Europe on Facebook and Twitter (#nyeleni) for videos, daily updates and high-resolution photos from the forum on Flickr. 
https://www.facebook.com/NyeleniEurope/
https://twitter.com/nyeleni_europe
https://flickr.com/nyelenieurope
A press area is available here: http://nyelenieurope.net/press
A full agenda and map is available here: http://nyelenieurope.net/index.php/program
***
Notes
[1] More information on the forum and the Nyéléni movement: www.nyelenieurope.net 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.png
nyéléni

26-30 OCTOBER 2016

THE-SECOND

NVELENI EUROPE FORUM

EOR'EOOD SOVEREIGNTY
. ROMANIA =(GLUJ NAFOCA

Fo.

.




